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Thirty Years5 War. All that can be given is a brief
description of the terrible methods used in conducting
it1. It is impossible to imagine a more awful record of
crime and misery. We have already seen how a short
time after the struggle began, the armies, with the
exception of those of the King of Sweden, had learned
to live upon the country. In the latter years of the war
the Swedes themselves were as great adepts at plunder-
ing and cruelty as were their Imperialist foes. To them
is attributed the invention of a special form of torture
called the Swedish Drink, which was a compound of the
vilest liquids imaginable. The victim was forced to
drink it till his body was distended with the vast amount
he was made to swallow, and in this condition he was
stamped upon till it'ran out of him. The object of this
and other atrocities was to extort from the unhappy
persons who were subjected to them information as to
the hiding-places where money or food was concealed.
For as the country became more and more impoverished,
increasing difficulty was felt in maintaining the armies ;
and the peasantry attempted with the courage and in-
genuity of despair to retain for themselves at least
enough to support a miserable existence. Hence the
foul tortures to which we have alluded were freely
practised upon them, and by degrees a terrible feud
grew up between the country-people and the soldiers.
Sometimes a village would be defended; but more often
on the approach of a party of marauders the population
took to the woods. There they were hunted down like
wild beasts, outraged, and slain with every circumstance
of fiendish cruelty. When opportunity offered they

1 An account at once short, graphic and restrained is to be found in a
volume of Lectitres on the Thirty Years' Warty Abp. Trench.